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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[I.D. 110199A]

Magnuson-Stevens Act Provisions;
Overfished Fisheries

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of overfished fisheries.

SUMMARY: In its annual report to
Congress on the status of marine fish
stocks, NMFS has identified 98
overfished stocks and 5 stocks that are
approaching a condition of being
overfished, while 127 species are not
overfished and the condition of another
674 species is not known. The report is
prepared to comply with the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act (Magnuson- Stevens
Act), as amended by the Sustainable
Fisheries Act (SFA). The purpose of this
document is to notify the public that the
Regional Fishery Management Councils
(Councils) or the Secretary of Commerce
with respect to Atlantic highly
migratory species have been informed of
those fisheries that are overfished, and
that they are required under the
Magnuson-Stevens Act to initiate action
to end overfishing, rebuild stocks in
overfished fisheries, and prevent
overfishing in fisheries that are
approaching an overfished condition.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
George H. Darcy, NMFS, 301–713–2341.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background
This action is required by the

Magnuson-Stevens Act (16 U.S.C. 1801
et seq.) as amended by the SFA, which
was signed into law on October 11,
1996. Section 304(e) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Act requires that the Secretary
of Commerce (Secretary) report annually
to the Congress and the Councils on the
status of fisheries within each Council’s
geographical area of authority and
identify those fisheries that are
overfished or are approaching a
condition of being overfished. For those
fisheries managed under a Fishery
Management Plan (FMP) or
international agreement, the status is to
be determined using the criteria for
overfishing specified in such FMP or
agreement. A fishery is classified as
approaching a condition of being
overfished if, based on trends in fishing
effort, fishery resource size, and other
appropriate factors, the Secretary
estimates that the fishery will become

overfished within 2 years. Pursuant to
section 304 of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act, the Councils, and the Secretary for
Atlantic highly migratory species, were
notified on October 29, 1999, of the
species that were overfished or
approaching an overfished condition.

The 1999 report finds that a total of
98 species are ‘‘overfished,’’ 127 species
are classified as ‘‘not overfished,’’ 5
species are ‘‘approaching an overfished
condition,’’ and for 674 species the
status is ‘‘unknown.’’ Conservation
efforts and/or updated data on some
fisheries allowed managers to remove 10
species from the overfished list while
adding 18 new species. Six species that
had been ‘‘approaching an overfished
condition’’ were removed from that list,
but 1 new species was added to this
year’s report. In addition, a lack of
information to satisfy the more complex
overfishing definition required under
the SFA caused 79 species to be moved
from the ‘‘not overfished’’ category to
the ‘‘unknown’’ designation. The new
statutory definition requires that status
determination criteria must specify both
a maximum fishing mortality or
reasonable proxy, and a minimum stock
size threshold or reasonable proxy.

A copy of the report is also available
through the internet at

<<http://kingfish.ssp.NMFS.gov/
SFA>>.

Dated: November 5, 1999.
Gary C. Matlock,
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 99–29480 Filed 11–9–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–F

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[I. D.102299C]

Marine Mammals; File No. 962–1530

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Receipt of application.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
The North Carolina State Museum of
Natural Sciences, 102 North Salisbury
Street, Raleigh, NC 27063, has applied
in due form for a permit to take one blue
whale (Balaenoptera musculus) skeleton
for purposes of scientific research and
educational display.
DATES: Written or telefaxed comments
must be received on or before December
10, 1999.

ADDRESSES: The application and related
documents are available for review
upon written request or by appointment
in the following office(s):

Permits and Documentation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, NMFS,
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13130,
Silver Spring, MD 20910 (301–713–
2289);

Regional Administrator, Southeast
Region, NMFS,9721 Executive Center
Drive, St. Petersburg, FL 33702–2432
(813–570–5301)

Regional Administrator, NMFS,
Northeast Region, One Blackburn Drive,
Gloucester, MA 01930 (978–281–9250)
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Thomas McIntyre, 301/713–2289.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
subject permit is requested under the
authority of the Marine Mammal
Protection Act of 1972, as amended
(MMPA; 16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the
Regulations Governing the Taking and
Importing of Marine Mammals (50 CFR
part 216), the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531
et seq.), the regulations governing the
taking, importing, and exporting of
endangered and threatened species (50
CFR 222–226).

The applicant seeks a scientific
research permit to import the skeleton
of a blue whale recovered from an
animal which stranded in the waters of
the Gulf of St Lawrence, Canada in
1978. The specimen will be accessioned
and cataloged in the research collections
of the North Carolina State Museum.
The specimen will be prepared for
exhibit in the Museum. The NC State
Museum of natural Sciences is a public
institution funded by the State of North
Carolina offering programs for education
and public display.

In compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), an initial
determination has been made that the
activity proposed is categorically
excluded from the requirement to
prepare an environmental assessment or
environmental impact statement.

Written comments or requests for a
public hearing on this application
should be mailed to the Chief, Permits
and Documentation Division, F/PR1,
Office of Protected Resources, NMFS,
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13705,
Silver Spring, MD 20910. Those
individuals requesting a hearing should
set forth the specific reasons why a
hearing on this particular request would
be appropriate.

Comments may also be submitted by
facsimile at (301) 713–0376, provided
the facsimile is confirmed by hard copy
submitted by mail and postmarked no
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later than the closing date of the
comment period. Please note that
comments will not be accepted by e-
mail or by other electronic media.

Concurrent with the publication of
this notice in the Federal Register,
NMFS is forwarding copies of this
application to the Marine Mammal
Commission and its Committee of
Scientific Advisors.

Dated: November 2, 1999.
Ann D. Terbush,
Chief, Permits and Documentation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, National
Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 99–29358 Filed 11–9–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–F

COMMITTEE FOR THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF TEXTILE
AGREEMENTS

Adjustment of Import Limits for Certain
Cotton and Man-Made Fiber Textile
Products Produced or Manufactured in
Korea

November 4, 1999.

AGENCY: Committee for the
Implementation of Textile Agreements
(CITA).
ACTION: Issuing a directive to the
Commissioner of Customs adjusting
limits.

EFFECTIVE DATE: November 10, 1999.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ross
Arnold, International Trade Specialist,
Office of Textiles and Apparel, U.S.
Department of Commerce, (202) 482–
4212. For information on the quota
status of these limits, refer to the Quota
Status Reports posted on the bulletin
boards of each Customs port, call (202)
927–5850, or refer to the U.S. Customs
website at http://
www.customs.ustreas.gov. For
information on embargoes and quota re-
openings, call (202) 482–3715.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Authority: Section 204 of the Agricultural

Act of 1956, as amended (7 U.S.C. 1854);
Executive Order 11651 of March 3, 1972, as
amended.

The current limits for certain
categories are being adjusted for special
shift and carryforward used.

A description of the textile and
apparel categories in terms of HTS
numbers is available in the
CORRELATION: Textile and Apparel
Categories with the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States (see
Federal Register notice 63 FR 71096,
published on December 23, 1998). Also

see 63 FR 56005, published on October
20, 1998.
D. Michael Hutchinson,
Acting Chairman, Committee for the
Implementation of Textile Agreements.

Committee for the Implementation of Textile
Agreements
November 4, 1999.
Commissioner of Customs,
Department of the Treasury, Washington, DC

20229.
Dear Commissioner: This directive

amends, but does not cancel, the directive
issued to you on October 14, 1998, by the
Chairman, Committee for the Implementation
of Textile Agreements. That directive
concerns imports of certain cotton, wool,
man-made fiber, silk blend and other
vegetable fiber textiles and textile products,
produced or manufactured in Korea and
exported during the period which began on
January 1, 1999 and extends through
December 31, 1999.

Effective on November 10, 1999, you are
directed to adjust the limits for the following
categories, as provided for under the Uruguay
Round Agreement on Textiles and Clothing:

Category Adjusted limit 1

Group I
200–223, 224–V 2,

224–O 3, 225,
226, 227, 300–
326, 360–363,
369pt. 4, 400–
414, 464,
469pt. 5, 600–
629, 666, 669–
P 6, 669pt. 7,
and 670–O 8, as
a group.

419,050,759 square
meters equivalent.

Sublevels within
Group II

336 ........................... 64,106 dozen.
340 ........................... 787,481 dozen of

which not more than
403,080 dozen shall
be in Category 340–
D 9.

341 ........................... 229,644 dozen.
347/348 .................... 552,019 dozen.
633/634/635 ............. 1,369,098 dozen of

which not more than
157,830 dozen shall
be in Category 633
and not more than
588,183 dozen shall
be in Category 635.

636 ........................... 305,205 dozen.
638/639 .................... 5,498,213 dozen.
640–D 10 .................. 3,128,710 dozen.
641 ........................... 1,098,572 dozen of

which not more than
42,553 dozen shall
be in Category 641–
Y 11.

647/648 .................... 1,395,561 dozen.

1 The limits have not been adjusted to ac-
count for any imports exported after December
31, 1998.

2 Category 224–V: only HTS numbers
5801.21.0000, 5801.23.0000, 5801.24.0000,
5801.25.0010, 5801.25.0020, 5801.26.0010,
5801.26.0020, 5801.31.0000, 5801.33.0000,
5801.34.0000, 5801.35.0010, 5801.35.0020,
5801.36.0010 and 5801.36.0020.

3 Category 224–O: all remaining HTS num-
bers in Category 224.

4 Category 369pt.: all HTS numbers except
4202.12.4000, 4202.12.8020, 4202.12.8060,
4202.92.1500, 4202.92.3016, 4202.92.6091,
6307.90.9905, (Category 369–L);
5601.10.1000, 5601.21.0090, 5701.90.1020,
5701.90.2020, 5702.10.9020, 5702.39.2010,
5702.49.1020, 5702.49.1080, 5702.59.1000,
5702.99.1010, 5702.99.1090, 5705.00.2020
and 6406.10.7700.

5 Category 469pt.: all HTS numbers except
5601.29.0020, 5603.94.1010 and
6406.10.9020.

6 Category 669–P: only HTS numbers
6305.32.0010, 6305.32.0020, 6305.33.0010,
6305.33.0020 and 6305.39.0000.

7 Category 669pt.: all HTS numbers except
6305.32.0010, 6305.32.0020, 6305.33.0010,
6305.33.0020, 6305.39.0000 (Category 669–
P); 5601.10.2000, 5601.22.0090,
5607.49.3000, 5607.50.4000 and
6406.10.9040.

8 Category 670–O: All HTS numbers except
only HTS numbers 4202.12.8030,
4202.12.8070, 4202.92.3020, 4202.92.3031,
4202.92.9026 and 6307.90.9907 (Category
670–L).

9 Category 340–D: only HTS numbers
6205.20.2015, 6205.20.2020, 6205.20.2025
and 6205.20.2030.

10 Category 640–D: only HTS numbers
6205.30.2010, 6205.30.2020, 6205.30.2030,
6205.30.2040, 6205.90.3030 and
6205.90.4030.

11 Category 641–Y: only HTS numbers
6204.23.0050, 6204.29.2030, 6206.40.3010
and 6206.40.3025.

The Committee for the Implementation of
Textile Agreements has determined that
these actions fall within the foreign affairs
exception of the rulemaking provisions of 5
U.S.C. 553(a)(1).

Sincerely,
D. Michael Hutchinson,
Acting Chairman, Committee for the
Implementation of Textile Agreements.
[FR Doc. 99–29394 Filed 11–9–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–DR–F

COMMITTEE FOR THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF TEXTILE
AGREEMENTS

Adjustment of Import Limits for Certain
Cotton and Man-Made Fiber Textile
Products Produced or Manufactured in
the Republic of Turkey

November 4, 1999.
AGENCY: Committee for the
Implementation of Textile Agreements
(CITA).
ACTION: Issuing a directive to the
Commissioner of Customs adjusting
limits.

EFFECTIVE DATE: November 10, 1999.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Roy
Unger, International Trade Specialist,
Office of Textiles and Apparel, U.S.
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